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THE RICH FOOL. 


And he spake a parable unto them saying, The ground of a certain rich man 
brought forth plentifully : 


And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits 8 ' 


And he said, This I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; 
and there will I bestow all my fruits a m : 


y goods, 
And I will saysoum soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years ; 
take thine SOE Ueiak-and be teesey. . sf : 


But God said unto him, Thow fool, "thin sight, toy nonh. shed Seseuiegh e> 
thee : then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided ? 
‘So # he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.— 


Luge xu. 15-21. 
Jesus Carist had been to'a lange assembly, and n » 
themes of the deepest importance. He warn hon pe 
indulging in hypocrisy ; and he encouraged an hon 
duct, ioel toe fect te weerytsiog ts ualeed eatopnda Wa 
of God; and that all efforts at concealment are vaiti; that deeds ° 
of darkness will stand forth in the it, and words spoken in 
be proclaimed on the house-tops. dinicntod cid Ga Gols 48° 
man, and he inculcated the fear of God from the consideration that ~ 
a ee that God could di ‘a 
soul. And not only should they stand in awe of the 
is infinite in power, they should confide also in the providential: 
care of Him who tends on the fling of a sparow, and who 
numbers the hairgof our heads. He insisted, also, on the import-” 
ance of confessing him before men,’ attaching to it the ; ness 
of being acknowledged by Him as his in the great day before God 
and angels ; while, on the other hafd, those who denied him hérey® 
he would for ever disown and reject hereafter: $e labeund- 5 ; 
strain them from speaking one word at ae rt: 
the alarming assurance that such b my would never be  for- 
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given ; while, if they spoke advisedly, the: o Holy rit would in 
/ retara-speak for th ily and wisely; that they teed not, 
when falsely accused, ir defence, or concern themeelves 


as to what they should answer. 
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Such were the high and solemn themes of discoutse treated of by 
Him, who felt their power, and who, in persuasiveness and solem- 
nity, 8 eas never on spake. And*one should, a 
it enough to have filled their hearts; and, atleast 
time, to divorced them from the trifles of heme bee: and that 
those who heard him, if utterance to any sentiment, 
would have inquired earnestly, “ Sir, what must I do to be saved ?” 
Instead of this we hear, “ Master, speak to my brother, that he di- 
vide the inheritanee-with me.” Qh! the human heart! how fallen, 
how grovelling ; how, on the brink of eternity, it makes excursions 
_ after its covetousness! how, in sight of heaven, it layeth up trea- 

sures on:the earth ! 

Ambassadors for Christ are sometimes discouraged to find, that 
while treating with those to whom they are sent on “the grand 
concerns of judgment and of mercy,” while they set before their 
hearers life and death—while they would awaken them by the ter- 
rors of the Lord, and win them to penitence and love by the cross 
of Jésus, they are discouraged to find that some who they address, 
sleep ; that some are looking around to\attract to their persons or 
their attire, the admiration of their fellow-creatures ; and that others - 
are lost in plans of vain amusement or of future gain. But let 
Christ’s ministers remember, “ the servant is not greater than his 
Lord, nor the disciple than his master.” And let thenrfot be dis- 
couraged, that under circumstances of deepest solemnity, the mouth 


ty. 
still speaketh from the abundance. of the heart ; that dividi in- 
heritances occupies the hearer in this assembly, for it occupied the 
hearer of the yg mae ly pe eps But instead 
dn, «1 


of exclaiming in labor in vain, and spend my strength 
marae i aa sree a pumas TAR 
the preacher’s diligence in saying something more. im turn 
the worldly current, which owe out of io ine pres 
amo’ audienge, that see in. Pp ir 
cum havens, les tekambibideen ad ity thus afforded become 

a text from which to preach to them all a sermon 

wants. Thus did Jesus, When covetousness pro 
the assembly,-—when the inheritance was brought in to be divided, 
he did not. say, “ Away withit; name it not.” But he assured 
. them that that. was not a work to which he was appointed; he 
‘was not a judge and a divider of their temporal possessions. And 
proceeded to say; in a voice of solemn warning, “'Take heed 
of covetousness ; for a man’s life consisteth not in the 

ance of the which he 
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fore you the nature and the evils of that feeling, and showing you 
that your best interests consist not in abundance of worldly posses-. 
sions. And we now proceed to make some improvement of the = 
parable itself by which Christ enforced his previous’ if. 

We have before us, then, a rich man with the following traits of =. 


character :—He is a covetous man; an ancious Man; a sel; 
man; an atheistical man ; a sensual man; a dying Man; a 
- and ruined man. And he is-exhibited to show us, that life does 
not consist in abundance, and that we shouldavoid covetousness. 

Arich man. Look at him. He is what almost *all would like 
to be, and are striving to be. Or, if not striving to be, itis because 4 
they despair of success, and not because they would not be rich if, ~ 
they might. A rich man! who would not be glad to stand in his 4 
lot? Take heed and beware. Who would notbe rejoiced to have 
a deed of his land? ‘Take heed and beware. Who would not 
be pleased to count over his money and call it theirown? ‘Take 
heed and beware. Do you wished to be ruined? “No. I wish 
to be blessed. I wish an abundance that I may do good there- 
with, that I may augment my own happiness and’ that of others. 
If I had a rich man’s possessions, I would hope to have alsoa good 
man’s heart.” You would hope so. But let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall. Let him who would be rich ponder 
the instance before us. It is no caricature ; no extreme case; no 
stretching of the truth to gain a favorite point. It was not the re- 


sult of di inted ambition, or of envy, or oe that Jesus 
_ gaid, “ Take heed, and beware.” It was not that he himself could 

not be rich, that he spake the parable of the rich man; He brings ~~ 
no accusation against the individual of whom he speaks asone ~~ 
guilty of oppression, violence, fraud or falsehood. ‘He simply af- 
firms that he had an abundance, and he describes the effect which 
abundance had on him. He wasarichman. He was incréasing « 
in wealth, His grounds brought forth plentifully. Now ma 
the effect. r" 

1. It increased his covetousness. : 

He decided to Idy it up; to keep it. And such is the common 
influence of acquisitions, The desire to possess increases as one’s 
possessions increase. 'The further poverty and want are removed, 
the more are they dreaded, and the t is the effort to keep them 
off. A man does not increase in liberality in proportion as his “™ 
wealth increases. A man who has “ two mites” may, fa 
woman onee did), cast them sors into the treasury. Ee. 
two dollars he may give one of them to a brother in. 
when he has two hundred, he will not give half—not 
fifth, say forty dollars. And when possessed of two thou 
will not scatter more than a tenth, say two hundred dollars ; 
when worth twenty thousand, not more than a twentieth, or on 
thousand dollars ; and when his income is two hundred thousand 
a year, he will. ni ww in charity more than a hundreth part, 
or two thousand dollars'‘a year. So that a poor man | 
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in feeling and in action than the same man will be when 
sich, Now it is very plain that men are more able to give the same 
poitien of their” wealth to “a peony pocagy dae oe ae utility 
when rich, than when poor. of two 
dollars can cra part with oa see cnt oan tang 
other worth two dollars can part with one dollar ; for so rich a man 
will still have an abundance left. But you will not persuade him 
to do it. His covetous disposition will increase with the increase 
of his wealth.. The gravis Oey eine rse hangs down the tighter the 
strings are drawn,. ‘The more the head i is ethployed in grasping, 
My, the sted cng 1h a becomes to open Re 7 age asa nee men, 
© ,are proverbial for their generosity, ey ate generally poor. 
ee islanders of the Pacific Ocean are admired for their ‘elaenie 
disposition, but they, too, are poor. There i is, I think, a reprehen- 
sible improvidence in both these classes. . It is desirable that they 
should be more careful, more saving ; but, on the other hand, had 
they po aps they would, if true to human nature, as ex- 
hibii e@ experience of the past, be more covetous as a result. 
Let shed be a million of dollars entrusied to one man, and let 
another million be possessed by a thousand men (and that would 
be one thousand dollars each), and from which would you obtain 
the greater sum for the spread of the pg i among the heathen ; 
for public institutions among ourselves, or for any good and philan- 
thropic enterprise? There can be no ‘doubt but that by the thou- 
sand families more would be bestowed than by the one family in 
which the million was concentrated.. And yet there would be less 
% ability in the many by all the difference between the expense: of 
»* supporting a thousand: families instead of one. So that, whether 
you look at the tee to result from liberality either to the giver 
_. or the receiver, or pray that no. one, not even yourself, may 
*,.. be abundantly rich, for, with the increase of wealth, covetousness 
= ~ creases, of which Jesus says, Take heed and beware. But let 
us rejoice rather in that order of things which prevails among us, 
where great estates are uncommon, aid a co sortable subsistence 
is the ordinary lot. 
2. Look again at the rich man. He was anxious, 
“ What,”. said he, “shall ldo? because I have nowhere to bes- 
>» towmy a And so of almost any man, . If he could have his 
" own way could. ire money as fast and as much as he 
3 css Tike, his life would become a burden to him immediately. 


u should draw et eee, or have bequeathed to you 

oh y, tent dollars, or. fifty Ses Jaliegn to- 
bhi You would be neither 

able Wor Wevicaild not know what to do 
with it. You galley to pe beng with, you lest you should be 
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robbed, life perhaps taken its sake. . Y: ould hesitate 
to en in the aks, lest they. ht fail... meat plot 
chan compeek the 








factures there would . piageg me ps9 wegen me 
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ity of others. You would not i to give it up 
perplexed to devise by hoe it Jemee 
ness, comfort and dicen i wou 
you. Were the eis Pi an ys ge 








tained with more petoat wee week yet even then ¥ Salt 
pose on you much anxiety. If you employ it for 
shall you do with it? If you keep it for your diideen, wi 
will they make of it? It may prove their ruin, If pes pod it 
as the Lord’s, and employ it for him, there is much respo. 
in thé trust; so much that it would be an alleviation: ) ve 
stewardship transferred from you. And yet we feel as if we w: 
risk the care and the anxiety of riches if we could only obtain them.” 
But they are denied to us. i this Providence is kinder to us than 
we suppose. “Anxious as we sometimes are in our destitution of 
riches, we should be still more so in the possession ;—“ what shall 
I do?’ would be asked oftener then than now. Sleepless as’ you 
now sometimes are, you would be more restless then. . Apprehen 
sive as you ve are of het Suspicion befalling you, you waa Ww 
be more apprehensive then. Suspicious as you now 
designs in others, those suspicions would be engi wi th aug- 
mented wealth. That contentment which is gain, epi ue «Ce 
which is asa river, they neither of them flow from 
“Take heed, then, and beware of covetousness,” and be thenkfal 
if you are spared the anxiety of the rich man. 
3. Look again at the one spoken of in the parable. He was 
SELFISH. , 
“T will pull down my barns,” said he, “ and build and 4 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I vil 
ploy them for my own benefit.” He forgot that others migh a 
them as well as he. He forgot that the poor were about bir, hose » 
wants it was his privilege and duty to supply. He did not. con 18i 4 
der that it was more blessed to give than to receive. . He decided’ *~ 
to devote all that he had to his own gratification. .“ Soul,. thon 
hast much goods laid up for ing ge take thine ease, eat, drink 
and be merry.” Selfishness, we know, is.not peculiar to the rich. 
It is the common and abounding property of the race. It is a feel- 
ing which wealth has no tendency to subdne, but py siectey 
en ; for selfishness, reg digs Ao natural to all, is fostered by 
deference and flattery paid to the affluent ; and from the conside: 
ation which wealth Sonbale and the indulg tains for ot 
various desires, the rich are tempted to world. was sf 
pe Fe made cach them ; ot, to say the least, that ee ppiniess.anc 
more important 
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so vata their syt 
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> {so injure us ; and consequently, that riches shou 


‘ing assurance of Jesus Christ, “ Verily 





ifested.” But we to consider that it 


B SCATCeIY poswdie n eminently benevolent man to be a'very 
tnan ; for how, among us, can an estate be colleeted but by 
greatest carefulness ; how but by keeping what one has already, 

and getting all that He can? w, | was about to ask, can one 

become rich gh shege nahin oP cing nee! hamper ge him- 
self? ‘And he who should wrong either himself or others in ob- 


taining money would, of course, be destitute of that benevolence 
which would, after it was obtained, expend the money with a con- 
god-like generosity. So, then, a wide estate and a mag- 


nanimous heart are not often by the same man ; and there 


can be, there ought to be no hesitation as to which should Li gl 
ferred. ‘The selfish feeling which is our ruin, is strengthened by 
riches. _ Avoid, therefore, riches, which endanger benevolence ; 
and by fostering selfishness, jeopardise the soul. 
4. aga at the rich man. He was aTHEISTICAL. 

He says, * This will Ido. I will pull down, J will build, I will 
bestow my goods.” He does not say, “ I will do this or that, ifthe 
Lord will.” Te dos not speak of himself at all as a steward, and 
the Lord as the great proprietor. He does not say, I shall live to 
enjoy these ions laid up, for many years, if God prolongs 
my life; and blesses me in the use of his fruits and his goods. God 
seems not to heve been in all, nor in any, of his thoughts. “ My 
wisdom and my power hath gotten me these. Who is the Lord 
that I should remember. him, and regard myself and my goods as 
belonging to him?” ‘This, my hearers, is unhappily one of the ill 


. effects of riches. The gifts of our Divine benefactor, which should 


provoke our gratitude, and turn our hearts strongly te him, render 
but the ioe ungrateful, and drive us farther and farther away. 
‘is, indeed, strange, but it is as manifest as strange ; and it 

that we are depraved beings, indeed, that ye should 

d not be coveted 

and y sought, iriasmuch as our injury and not-our welfare 
would be thus promoted. For riches promote atheism, They 
are put in God’s stead. They are idolized. Supplying our wants 


t the medium of ».we forget to look up to the Father 
of lights, from whom down every good and perfect gift. 


to money for a supply of our tables, we forget to pray to 

our et in heaven, cane ¥ this day our daily bread.” Look- 
ing to our wealth to provide medicine and nursing when sick, and 
human counsel when in perplexity and doubt, we forget Him in 
h, and whose are all our..ways. 







_ God's. steas rigs bat Bye hua ye solemn apd sar 
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in good works, not ‘to trust in “uncertain riches, but in the livit 
God, who giveth us all yen cen Bary sy ge eg A 
Happy, indeed, it is for’ this country, God loves us too well. to 
peeaper is oeetOnag set er ae without any + 
check, to accumulate worldly possessions, for the highway toabun- * 
dance is the highway to atheism. “'The clouds that brood over us, 


and on which we think ‘we see written, hard times, hi 

within them’: for we'may see there the hand and the face of the 
Lord God ;—we may there behold His throne, and bow t ie Xe. 
The race in which gold is run for as the prize, is a race away from 
God; and ‘those who run fhat race throw aside.their ances; « 
they cast away their Sabbath, their family altars, their closets, and 
their integrity ; and you will, all along the course, find ‘the frag- 
ments of the Ebenezer altars, ‘‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped me,” . 
and here and there lies the wreck of faith and a good conscience. | 
The race after tiches which this country was running till out of ~ 
breath, in 1836, and about that tithe, was a race ‘infidelity; 
the world was not only init, but the church was running; and, 
as I said before, God loved this country too well to give us up to 
our heart’s lusts. Hence he came down upon our track; he re-  * 
versed the engines ; he took off the chariot wheels; headed the © 
— — yn eat the ry th which mi in a 
night in the wilderness, again in a night into a solitar ee 
ait the tek thie’ Saottt a te ead tgs up our silk and putple, and “ 
the owls tenanted our ‘half-finished palaces, and “Ichabod” was ~ 
written on the walls; and over and above all wasa writing for | 
the sons of men to read, written, as it were, by a quill plucked’ ~ 
from the head of Nebuchadnezzar when his hair Cet as eagle’s "\s, 
feathers, * The Most High God liveth and ruleth, all whose way 
are truth and judgment, and those that walk in pride he is 
abase.” For, previously to the abasement of the king of B 
he was prospered; had become rich, and withal forgotten Godys 
For, as he waiked in the palace of his kingdom, he said, “Is nét™~ 
this sap entipe that I at — ~ the _— of the ki oe 3 
by the might of my power or onor of my majesty.”. While 
the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 
saying, “O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken, The king- 
dom is departed from thee: and they shall-drive thee from men 
and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall 
make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall _ over 
thee until thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” : 

Thus was he cured of his atheism by a singular huthiliation. 
And well it is for us, and for this nation, if we can be brought to 
feel that the Most High ruleth; short of being transformed into’ 
beasts, and — to eat grass and to be wet with the dew of 
heaven. Learn from the experience of the past, from'the’teach- 
ings of Cod and of Jestis Christ, learn not to be rich, as*you would © 


4 






















































































































































































% 






‘ ae 
a 
#4 
>. aie 


‘$s, 


- 


S +2. 





ay ; 
a}. 
or 


pri 
¥ 


272 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


- dread.to be: without God. in. pap, ae 
tar tn aa a 
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_ in his barns, and drink the wine in his cellar. Sensual as he was, 
he was ashamed to think that he was making all this provision for 

__ his body, and placing the fountain of his happiness in his belly. 

' But so it was, and so itis. Sensuality is the of great price, 
the one thing needful, the summum bonum in the estimation of 
many. ‘They may flatter themselves that they are not brutish by 
getting ae an address to their souls; and they may say, “Soul, I 

ve built thee a new house; soul, I have bought thee a new gar- 
ment; soul, I have filled for thee the decanter; soul, I have pro- 

_. vided for thee a mistress... Soul, thon hast much goods, eat, drink 
and be merry.” Sensual men may talk thus, they may thus pain 

, the sepnichre and sweeten the bones and uncleanness within, 

but it is a vain process, they. shall perish in their deceivings, and 

their souls so indebted to them for all this provision, shall by-and- 
by assert their rights, and avenge their wrongs. ‘The sou! brutal- 
ized ; the soul drank ; the soul a glutton ; the soul a debauchee, 

_ the soul ruined ; the soul lost; the souldamned! Thesoul which 

“was made for immortality and for holiness; the soul dissatisfied 
ithvall that is earthly ; the soul which should rise and commune 

swith God, and sing with angels, to be cheated and mocked with a 

/ discourse about barns, and eating and drinking and carousing ! 

_ My hearers, do you live a spiritual or do you live a sensual life? 

You need not be rich in order to take thought only for the body. 

The rich and the poor, the high and the low, may debase their 

* immortal natures to a condition of shame and disgrace; and in 

that shame and degradation are all found who fix their desires and 

terminate their hopes onthe pleasures of sense, who labor in vain 
to satisfy their immortal spirits with created good. . There is in re- 
serve for such folly and sin an awful retribution. It maketh 

haste ;—for, in the sixth place, . 

» 6. The rich man was:a DYING MaN,—a serious attribute of his 
nature which he seemed be binges as if his riches were a shield 
against the shaft of death, His ground was productive, and he de- 
cided to enjoy the fruits ea a long time, “ many years.” But 
his new barns were not built,—he had ony See to plan them. 


4 










His fruits and goods. were not bestow had only time to 
consider where he should put them. He had noteaten and drunken — 
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and made mefty ; he had only time to decide that he’ i: 
He said, “ Soul, - long life is before valid God ome 4 
night thou shalt di ~ Thou wilt not down barns, | ‘ a4 
death will fake dot ‘thine Soay tabernacle. ! wilt.not #, 
build greater storehousés, but the house of the grave will be made 

for thee Se ee wilt oe — drink pec a 
which is prepared’for thy table, but the worms ‘banquet ¢ 

revel on thy body. That soul which thou didst sensualize isab 
to be required by the Father of Spirits. Whose those fan | 
be which thow hast provided, thou canst not tell; but besure“oF- 
this, they are no longer thine. Thy days are numbered, thy pur- ~_ 
poses are extinct, the grave waits for thee, death is.at-the.door ; 
this night thou shalt die. wees 

7. He was a roouis Man. He lived asa fool, and diéd as he 

lived. This is not an uncharitable opinion of ours. Itis the cha- 
racter given him from heaven. It is the decision of the throne. | 
Gop said unto him, “Thou fool.” A covetous fool; an anxious 
fool ; a selfish fool; an atheistic fool; a sensual fool; a dying J 
fool ; ruined, because he laid up treasure for himself, and was not 
rich toward God. He has gone. We leave him, my friends, and 
turn to you, and ask, are there, any in this smttahie e him? 
any possessing his Sagi rar ene to his destiny? Are 
‘ou laying up treasure for yourself, while yet you are not rich to- 
ee Gott Thou atthemsa; Th pound tava fruitfu age 
heart is ungrateful. Thy house may be built, but the family altar 
is not erected ; or, if erected, the acceptable sacrifice is not offered, 
You may have a receptiomifoom for mortals, but no closet nor au. 
dience chamber where you meet the immortal Creator...“ Noi 
rich toward God!” ‘Toiling till weary for love of mone 
never resting in the love of God. Affluent in sorrow for temporality. 
losses ; not rich in repentance toward God. Anxious for earthly 
pospeenont, but not at all anxious to lay up treasure in heayen, — 


+. 
* 


ch in the fruits of the flesh, but poor and destitute in the fruits “ 
of the Spirit. Worldly and mg ym Dying, but unprepared. 
for death. You have seen the, rich man of whom Christ spake. 
If so, you have seen yourself. You have seen his end. Sy toa 
your own. “So is he,” of this i “‘ who layeth up trea- 
sure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” A fool im life,a * 
fool in death ; a fool lost and ruined to all eternity. +4 


_ Poce SERMON CCCOXXXVI.(." ; 





) «gs BY ‘THE XEV. GEORGE A> CALHOUN, 
se ae a 2 % COVENTRY, sohietechinteate: 
. Sate #e f . ee: 
THE STONE ROLLED FROM THE DOOR OF THE SEPULCHRE. 


Who will roll us away the stone from the dodr of the sepuichre t 
i j » Marx xv1- 3. 











Tue chamber where a companion endured the pangs of death, 
#- and the spot where his remains were deposited, are places of pecu- 
© liar interest to surviving friends. ‘They are cherished in long and 
affectionate remembrance, and are visited with mournful pleasure. 
a oak ie nk associations, on which the 
ind inclines to dwell, and with which the heart is disposed to 
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the end of the Sabbath, inimediately after the crucifixion, Mary 
and the other Mary, resorted to the tomb of Joseph. In 

‘ isiting the tomb at. this , their design was to embalm the 
* _ body of Christ. Hence, an entrance into the sepulchre was neces- 
sary ; but they knew not how to accomplish it. A great stone had 
been placed at the door of the sepulchre ; this stone had been sealed 
by the enemies of Christ, and a guard, as is supposed, of sixty men 
~ stationed around the tomb, to prevent the removal of Christ's body. 
“4 While these pious females were on the way to the sepulchre, and 
|. were desirous of thus manifesting their respect and affection for 
ir Lord, they saw in prospect a serious difficulty in the way of 

ishi ine pares Hence they said one to , 

. stone from the door of the . 24 


? 


Who will roll us awa : 
i ed at the place, they found the difficulty re- 


t when they arriv 
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dn dor of the epalchre 


of. 
for its preServation, had bt 
, senpepe_scalestin! dina 


w 
Before illustrating and 


sues Sons oan sadommbian side:steedaaemane 
pf ae ge me aed sd ln econ 
0 many persons err, in accom- 
plishing a good object, in consequence of not duly the 
obstacles in the way of its accomplishment. “ A soars 
seeth the evil and hideth hi ; but the simple pass. 
punished.” In the way of accomplishing any ern eae 
ranma shiaanenin ae ere onorele 
at the door of the sepulehre which be rolled away. And there 
is often a failure in doing good this fact is 
And, fame, ot the mask pessena aimless $e o-cn Nae 
ingia ood design, result from the indiscretion of those who are in’ 
ent. They do not ate and shape. thelteon- 
= in view of existing difficulties, hence they’ are defeated 
and the more discerning embarrassed. If we look at the 


which, the most useful pe in their works na abdosd aaeoe : 4 
love, and the difficulties ag they ay eee ter, wee 7 


a 


shall perceive, that not onl the dove is re- 
aa gr le germ he seen look at the ex- 
ample of Christ Apostles, we Perinat? wea 
necessity..of action, but of caution in. our conduct:- 

if we would serve our Lord and master fai Yad succeally, 
we must bein the exercise of all that. discretion and 

which shall enable us to discover what is fit to be done under 
isting cireumstances. But in the path of duty there will 
culties in prospect, which may appear to be i Fe 
my design in this discourse is to encourage persons to go: 


the of duty. not these ry 
“inthe way. For pect Lange et 
often find removed, when they come to the place of i 





be t 
-aidipalsies is prone But Abraham sta 
promise, accounting that God was able ‘to raise up 
the dead. And notwithstanding the difficulties, he went forward 
_ in'the if duty. He took his beloved son and servants, and 
performed iba three days towards the place of the sacrifice. 
Then on the , Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
atof: rant braham said to the youtrig men: Abide ye ~ 
“ and I end the id wil e, as Aacopthabetss 9 ‘and come. 
ean ou, am w t ph i 
Tai it Isaac his son ; and took the fire in his hand, an 


sai, they went both of them . And Tsaac’s 
Sree ec and said, My father; and he sa 
am Iytny son. And he-said; Behold, the’fire and the ; but 
a pacmegenipyp wel och a burnt-offering ? And Abraham said, My 
6 og a vide for himself a lamb for a burnt-offering. 
th of them ‘together. “And they came to the 
which God had told him of; and*Abraham built him an 
aid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 
re ee the wood:" And now he’ had ar- 
ived at the place of meeti ng the difficulty—it ‘was a serious diffi- 
w was the moment. And: Abraham stretched 
1 slay his ‘son. As he did this 


the door of the lehre. ” oe 
fom the door of the sepals. to inflict t 


ee et tee 


to deliver the children cf Israel 


Saher ‘difficulties in prospect. 
hoy oy ts harken to ay 


























































THE STONE ROLLED FROM THE SEPULCH 


God, “The. people,” sa spies, “are nong, 
walled and very great, @ d wesw fant And 1 th 

tion wept and said, Would God we; died in the la 

or would God we had died in the wilderness!” Dates neon) 
had gained an entrauve into the land of 


they arrived at the. place of noltag heleeontal 


they had ic ae one 

and the strong walls were. p nd the sons of: A 
subdued. .The stone was riled away pes the door ‘oem 
chre. 


The Jews, in the days of Esther, were reduced to gre ¥ 
extremity. Their very existence, and that of the church Deed 
to be on the eve of extermination. brews er prayed and 
they went on in the path of duty—and when the. 
for meeting their expected trial- appointed for 
ter came; it was a day of joy and. ess. “All di 
ished. There was no stone remaining at:the door of the 

The three pious Jews who were cast) into the fiery fu 
were beset with difficulties. They must be guilty of idolatry and 
greatly offend God, or incur the wrath of the king, and st 
death. From the one or the other of them, there appeared) 
no escape. Bat when the time-arrivéd,:the stoue.was' alle away 
from the door of the sepulchre.. They pursued the path of duty 
and we know not but the furnace heated one seven times more 
than it was wont to be, was as comfortable to them, as would havi 
been the palace of the king. When Nebuchadnezzar asked them, 
“ Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my They 
replied; ‘‘ Wé are not careful to answer thee in this ter. If ; 
be so, our God whom we serve is to deliver us from the burn, 
ing fiery furnace, and he will delivér'us out of thy hang, king.” 
And he did deliver them. When. they came to mde 
ing the difficulty, they found it removed. 

And so with to Daniel. He. must-neglect the duty 
prayer and offend God, or be cast into the lion’sden. “Now w 
Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his h 
and his windows being open in his chamber towards. Je 
he kneeled upon his knees three pm rane 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime,” 
we know not.but he was wm iestebicie deeds as ea 
have been an equal in the presence of, — 

Often did the Apostles and irae Christians find p ; 
pr in the of duty removed. when they arrived at the 
place 0: 0 
of the prison, and set Peter at re 

prison and in chains, were, at midnight | 
* , Were we to trace the history of. churches, 
lievers, time would fail us in ¢ alot rt 
removal of difficulties when the perio 


pee 


PRES 











uf 


felt when you. 


r, the’ strivings:of the Holy Spirit: In the way of your be- 
r reconciled to God, intessttednin, the coventen Of ‘his 


ng must be éffected before you could be- 

But how was it, when the time arrived 

_ for meeting the difficulties? +When‘you was willing to meet these 

>” apparent difficulties, did you fin them 2 How was the sepulchre 

ener. At its door was there a stone sealed, and 

' a band? Nod, the stone was rolled away, the 

keepers had become as'‘dead men, atid the body of Christ, for its 

pres PAO ee 6 ga Pe a All ap-- 
, ) parent difficulties were removed. ‘The ridicule and displeas 






















































THE sro, eee FROM THE 


templated mnbing 
haps you saw di your way ; ohare 
the tos sw die this yi which you hae 
experience convinced you, that far greater embatr 
have been endured, had you neglected .that yt 
may have had trials in prospect in relation to 
but how was it. when you came to the place of # 

trials? When you determined to discharge faithfu [S he 
prayer, and. went forward in the Meg of +” the Lord; did yo 
a stone at the door of the sepulchre ?’ When you havein'h 

and love reproved a brother in Christ, or exhorted: a sinmi 
pent of his. transgressions and turn to God, have a fanaa 


obstacles in your way which.you le 





tion to the claims of benevolence, ou cheer 
your.duty in this particular, did suffer, the 
which you may have feared ? 
In short, does not the history of <7 ¥ _ rek, and 
ence of every child of God testify, that pe 
te path of ty persone often find removed ‘here 
place of meetin | 
This may be inferréd, — . ove 
IL. From the promises of God. The promises. of G 
not inspire us with a false confidence, blind us to the ¢ 1c 
of our conduct, or render us remiss in. endeavors to; leew the will 
of God. We may be soraiibadeente! in our reliance onth ere -— 
ment and promises of Ged. ‘The fact, that the -Lordyreigna, 
should be a terror to all. who-are not found in the pe h of ¢ € jnty 
He has reigned over individuals and destroyed them; and: 0 over 
gers and infidel nations, and has dashed ‘them in:pieces like] 
ter’s vessel, And the promises of God would not have sus- : 
tained the-Son of man, had he-cast himself from kei 
temple. The adversary would inspire usewith a 
To be interested in, and personally benefitted by, the at 
and promises of God, we must be found in the patho 
must not mark out our own. —we must not stands 
must go forward under divine ion. And doing thus;qe 7 
derive strength and courage from the promises of Gods") > 
God has, in the Scriptures, ae of a: special 
dency: one ange sche Drs beth What A | 
Asa, may be said to any Panne Lord is with y 
een cian ote sien Samad 
, forsake When Sam 


ay 





"that prospective difficulties im the path of duty persons will often 
‘removed when they come tothe place of meeting them? The 
romises of God assure us, that obstacles in the path of duty will 
taken away, or will be granted which will enable us to 
— ant th m, @ ‘by them. It is true, that Paul, not- 
e ~_ -withst inding he had ‘the’ Lord thrice for its removal, was 
‘ Yeatused to endure the thorn in the flesh; but the'grace of God was 
‘“Suiicient for him, and he rejoiced more in the grace bestowed, 
ian he would have done, had the thorn been removed. 

~Keetthe path of duty be plain, and we need not fear to pursue 
Though mountains interpose, they will be removed, or we 
shall hayes Si — them, mf oe by at ascent, 

sod comm 7a ises tothe obedient his su 
ag s there or the. f pport, 


* =a 


, for hesitancy, or for reluctance, in 
mm When Moses exclaimed, “O, my Lord, 
eloquelit,” “he appears to have forgotten whence came 
i of man, and that since God was to be with him, defects 
tiral.endowments would not be essential. Relying on the 
ises of God, the believer may go forward in duty with unwa- 

feline confidence, that. whatever Fificulties appear before him, 

will often findythem removed when he comes to the place of 
-@itetmgithem. For ground of confidence he has the experience 
‘@b-God’s people of 










ages, and the promises of God. 
- importance, that the Subject under consideration 
y vegarded. rs of religion have suffered much in 
ice of mind, and in éfficiency of Christian character, because, 
> — by apparent difficulties in aie So they have been deterred from 
>> going forward in daty, when, they trasted in God and: 
o? bewatd, they would not have experienced the difficulties antici- 
Da For illustration, many instances might be noticed. 
~ Here is a professor of vs. tr who had long remained silent 
“on the subject of religion, and who had never led in social prayer 
peatiseof apparent difficulties in his’ way; but so soon as he de- 
ned jin the of the Lord, to do his duty im these par- 
paises of religion, who voglocts tavhily of faaly priser 
esso igion, who ne y of family prayer. 
ess, shiftingy inconsistent, disarmed of the weapons of 
farfare with sin and Satan, and indeed «unhappy; but 
he, with reliance on God, to commence the duty of family 
t, he would find no stone at the door of the sepulchre— 
alties would vanish away, and he would assume a differ- 
cter ful and happy. Here is another - 
has never taken ati de- 
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THE STONE ROLLED FROM THE SEPULCHRE. 


ing conscience, the smiles of his heavenly Father,iaiie 
title to eternal life. Many there are, who would afioint th 
of Christ; but they stop and inquire, “ Whowill roll t s away 
stone from the door of the sepulchre?”? Had they humbly, 

fully,and faithfully pursued the path of duty ,they would have fonad 
“the stone rolled away, and the from the dead.’ Wee 

not estimate the loss sustained by pit d fdllowers. of Christ; i» 
resulting from the want of confidence in God, and of decided andr 


4, nae ee y 




































fearless action in his service. ’ Df 
But the personal injury experienced by those who are deterred. 
from the faithful discharge of duty, in view of prospective dithenls 
ties, is only a small part of that-which we are called to regret, and 
lament before God. A world in sin and in ruins is deep fe 
ed. Had all, who have been hopefully redeemed toxGou + 
blood of Christ, and in a measure sanctified by the# oly piri 
taken a decided and bold —_ with the a of the’ Lard, anc 
*gone forward in duty, with reliance on heaven,’ would | 
Fas been the state of the church on the oeeth haa on 
would have, through the grace of God, been accompligite 
salvation of the millions who are in-sin, and | 1 the te ion 
shadow of death? But a want of cheerfulness, promptness 


moral courage in obeying God, has been manife a ithe: : 
ful consequences are seen and felt. Every whete sin preva | 
tan triumphs, and condemned sinners are lengli ra. 4 


their dark and crooked c , on to death and 7 We 
be thus, were the friends of God’ faithfulvim lea the . 3 
heaven, and fearless in duty? Nowy in quence of apparent: ©." ~ 
difficulties which agitate and ee them, they sufferin their -aq® 
spiritual interests; their companions, families, acquaintances,and ~ - 
other fellow-beings suffer a loss which cannot be estimated—a loss 
which may. be sustained for ever. " 
Christian Friends, where God directs, there go. + What 
commands, that do. Let nothing deter you. Though 
surrounded with many and serious diffculties, forwards God” 
will help you. He will see that the stone isvolled awayffom the 
door of the sepulchre. Though you have a mountain, om maeh 4)” 
hand, an enemy in pursuit, and a sea before you, trustim 
ge forward. A path will be opened before Ob 
removed, or you shall have grace to encounter them and 
fit by them. And while.the fearful and disdébedient shall 1 
their folly, you shall rejoice and triumph in the Lord. «© 9° wy 
Would that the impenitent would be'pet the ston 


eas a 


% 
Ban 


pes 


a! go 






of submission to God, they wi 
their salvation removed. It is true, tha’ 
the gece of God, and they must know it, 


gare silekns away 
me ac, 
aie a ine 
es Eee when gs thera 
and acceptable in his 
offering now, shall. rejoice 

Saviour, as their Lord 
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THE KIND OF MINISTRY WANTED. ni 


> ‘Tue ministry should not only-be endowed with the genial sp 

of the agappat shonid beable to meet the new 
aing up-in every generation, and to: apply to Guise ie alana 
intelligen: area agian ap epee In:the* 


“time the m lar in 
ypt so Bot Italy, rat was pwd wa slay 80 


tye pte agen pe me and eed by tee rn 
E In the tiie when an undue respect began to be shown 
ae ‘Pelics, to consecrated temples, and to burial places, and the 


was Me age into,a base superstition, what was de- 
was su a ministry as could have met that question, and 


: ‘ho the Bi of excliiss” a 
soos to. “7 the. points: a , 


a 
* _ 


tote 








an gre these timés, but that which will be fitted to-the 
~~“ “when society shall have its highest progress, and shall. 





* THE KIND OF MINISTRY wager. 


this as: is loo at; anda man may be an entire mess, 
ter mat ean ge can bohede to nyo amen d the 
questions that have come up at Oxford, and yet never cra ne 

the inquiry whether he is in the eleventh or nineteenth century; > S 
and while he is re-atguing points which have been s * 
‘ages ago, soci x Pome move on ides which he will, never a 
dream of tm: fom , towards ie pa ic ps ae. 2? ae 
reach, aiid all they of Oxford, moot similar qtiestions . a q 
to those agitated shall be left far behind, He, 


But further, A preacher should not only be able to sPprerige: iate 
his age, and to come up to ity bie i instructions to 


Far oul ay which are ‘in the times in which heslives,. 






































é should be in advance of his age. He should be able intel- " 
tly to take positions to which society in its progress. hasnot. <> 
yo ‘come up, bit which it will. most certain! men ace onward 
Be . He tld be elgg ‘ow himse jture, and, 
ing his stand on great 
and shit are yet to be a assettled rinciples, he should be 
prepared to defend them, and to do what in him lies to bring 
world to embrace them. There.are nota few such in the 
—in the comparatively unexplored views, of divine truth, whieh _ 
are to be ee ht out, and w to miilie the world. wh t iti ae 
re lee Rother hens eid have been held jn:the pa 
not; whether his own age adopts and practices on themornot 
he who preaches the theology of the Bible should,de them. 
and should be,able to show what important changes the fair.a 
plication of the principles of the New Testament would make ir 3 
the ven The men who have es much for es race have .. © 
one in advance of their 3 ve maintained positions, of- 
on} in the midst of ‘eaah Taipei which sogiety had not yet 
reached, but to which it was destined fet to come, and have shown. 
their and their sagacity, an® their acquaintance with 
the oracles of truth, by being able to take such advanced ic 
and by holdin, and ending them im the face of, the sneers al 
the frowns of the world. Su Shales, ack cae 
men were the Tidies, and the Pilgrims; such a 
to the rights of conscience, to war. and slavery, 
Thus, now, we are to take our on the watch-tow 
— net only what has ve oa in not 
what has been inwrought into the texture of soci we are to 
search out and maintain those ciples ri will prevail ‘ 
= the world’s millennium, and which hw h ay yet most _ 
rtainly, the world is advancing. theology to be. ar: 
wre that Heh hes Lode Sie? te in past times by ex- 
perience; not otily that which is fitted to the great be ns 0 
state of the wor 
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reached the pointim which the eyes of ee er 
fixed.—Rev. Mr, Barnes. , 
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if 


er long A 
= Sarde ne me behind 
time, 8 exercise of my patience, .. 

upon you, and suffered your ienanatn: aut aed tone 

s and scorns, is atan end; wherefore I will now 

tome forth t the judgfhent that 1 have appointed. 

, Sith the sinner, we turn now. 
rm Nee eee, dl 
Lord, says‘the sinner, behold our cries. . 

: Says God, behold nor my Cries. 

sinner,et our ing find place in thy 


‘T was not heard. 
hard upon us. 
was, Says God, and then 


~ 


» 


re have it now. 
is shut, Sait om ie ay as 
then, Tetaliation, God wi 
eehied MAY Wied oo the winding up of the 
Ihave like fof like. Time was when . 
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